
A Christmas Tree Story

The Christmas tree is one of the most famous Christmas symbols worldwide. The custom
of putting up a decorated coniferous tree is still quite young compared to the birth of
Christ over 2,000 years ago.

The use of a decorated tree has no historically proven beginning. However, the Christmas
tree probably has its origin in pagan cultures. At the time of the winter solstice, so-called
winter maize was brought into the house. These green branches were a sign of life and
promised protection and fertility. At the end of the Middle Ages, paganism mixed with
Christianity. A decorated tree in Germany is first mentioned in connection with a bakers'
guild in Freiburg in 1419. Riga, Latvia, for example, celebrated the 500th anniversary of
the decorated Christmas tree in 2010.

The step from evergreen branches in the house to the decorated fir tree seems to have
been taken first in southwest Germany. According to a tradition from 1535, trees were
already being traded in Strasbourg at that time. Small yews, holly and box trees were sold,
which were still hung in the rooms without candles. In 1570 the custom also appeared in
the north: In the guild houses of the Bremen craftsmen, trees hung with apples, nuts and
dates were set up. The children of the guild members were allowed to "shake the tree off"
at Christmas, i.e. eat the treats.

From 1730 the trees were also decorated with candles for the first time. At first, however,
the trees of light were only found in the houses of Protestant families. Across
denominations, the Christmas tree conquered living rooms during the time of the wars of
liberation against Napoleon at the beginning of the 19th century. At that time, the tree
became a symbol of the German nation and was recognized as an integral part of
Christmas, regardless of religious denomination.

Towards the end of the 19th century, the custom - first in the cities, then in the
countryside - became an established part of Christmas in Germany. Driven by the kinship
ties of German noble families to courts abroad, the Christmas tree gradually spread
throughout Europe. Emigrants and German soldiers who fought in the American War of
Independence also made it popular in the New World during the 19th century. In 1891, a
"Christmas Tree" stood in front of the White House in Washington for the first time.

The tradition of another famous Christmas tree has its origins in World War II: the fir
tree that is placed in Trafalgar Square in London every year always comes from Norway.
It is meant to commemorate the joint struggle of the two countries against Nazi Germany.
The Pope and the city of Rome are also enchanted at Christmas time by the splendor of a
huge tree in St. Peter's Square. Traditionally, the tree comes from a different country
every year.

Have fun decorating your Christmas tree this year!
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